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I.
Pharmacology and Actions  PRIVATE 


A.
Thiamine is vitamin B1.  In alcoholic or malnourished patients this is deficient and is necessary for the proper breakdown and utilization of glucose.  

II.
Prehospital Indications

A.
Administered following glucose administration to patients that do not respond to the glucose, or those that appear malnourished or alcoholic,  to prevent an acute episode of Wernicke's encephalopathy.  Glucose given without an adequate thiamine level will breakdown to substances which will precipitate this syndrome.

III.
Precautions

A.
Caution with IV administration: may cause hypotension. 

IV.
 Administration Guidelines


A.
Pre-Medical Control Contact


1.
Adults:
100 mg slow IVP or IM



2.
Not administed in Pediatrics
V.
Side Effects and Special Notes


A.
Hypotension may occur with rapid IV administration.

VI.
Utilization


A.
(II.C.3.)
Altered Mental Status


B.
(II.C.14.)
Seizure
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